2011 GOVERNING BOARD

OFFICERS
Patricia Yantz, President
Steven Hintze, Co-Vice President
Frank Turano, Co-Vice President
Barbara Gottfried, Recording Secre-
tary
Carol Lane, Corresponding Secretary
Karin Lynch, Treasurer
Peter Paul Ostapow, Past President

TRUSTEES
Frederick Bryant
Patricia Cain
Frank Degen
Stephen Healy
Michael Hynes
Robert Lauto
Ronald LaVita
Janet McCauley
Michael O’Dwyer
Andrew Pelosi
Donna Smith
Cathy White

STAFF
Karen Martin, Archivist
Elizabeth DeMaria, Office Assistant
Maryanne Vigneaux, Office Assistant

THREE VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

93 North Country Road
Setauket, NY 11733

Phone: 631-751-3730
Fax: 631-751-3936
E-mail: info@tvhs.org
URL:  www.tvhs.org

THREE VILLAGE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

o~ bt
PB-

Y% THREE VILLAGE

,4'4';: HISTORICAL SOCIETY

o5y %
RicAT €8¢

Preserving Our Shared Heritage

THE BAYLES-SWEZEY HOUSE:

A HISTORY
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ARCHITECTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE

The early 19t century American
side gabled farmhouse boasts a
number of architecturally signifi-
cant features. Among these are a
central chimney and gable, as
well as the original fireplace and
corner cabinet located in the
meeting room. The east facing
concrete addition to the house
was added by SPLIA in 1961 in
order to safely house the many
records and artifacts belonging to
the organization. Today the addi-
tion is home to the TVHS physi-
cal archives and exhibits.

Regal Corner Cabinet prior to resto-
ration, 1961.

WHERE MANY HEADS
HAVE RESTED

When the house passed to
Laura E. Rowland and her hus-
band Woodhull Satterly Row-
land in 1902, there existed two
other houses on the property
apart from the then vacant
farm house. The
newly acquired
Bayles-Swezey
house, for the pe-
riod of 1901
through the
1920s, served as a
boarding house.
People such as Dr.
McAullife of New

Y

York City and jit-  winter at the Bayles-

ney driver Willis Swezey House
Winters boarded

for stretches here in Setauket.
There are even stories of sev-
eral families living in the house
at one time. The rural two story
residence has had 12 owners in
over 200 years and has served
as a home to many more.



THE THREE VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BAYLES-SWEZEY HOUSE, BUILT CIRCA 1800, RESTORED 1961 & 2010

HISTORY OF THE
BAYLES-SWEZEY HOUSE

The Bayles-Swezey House, circa.
1800, was built on the Bayles’
family farm by Ebenezer Bayles
(1773-1854). He lived and worked
here with his wife Mary Homan
and six children

. until his death in

1854. At the end
! of his life the
' house passed to
B his second young-

Early spring, date unknown. est child. Ency

Bayles and her

husband Stephen

Swezey inherited
the house and held it until 189o0.
Their daughter Ann Maria
Swezey, never leaving home, lived
in the house for a decade follow-
ing her parents’ death. Upon her
death in 1901 the house left the
families’ possession.

The 20th century marked a new
beginning for the house. In 1902
the house passed to a distant
relative and owner of the sur-
rounding lands; one Laura E.
Rowland. The house remained in
her and her husband’s family un-
til 1933 when it was sold a total of
five times between 1933 and 1961.

In 1961 the house sat just south of
its current location where the
Telephone Company Building is
currently. For the price of $1.00
the Society for the Preservation of
Long Island Antiquities (SPLIA)
purchased the Bayles-Swezey
House and moved it north to its
current location next to the
Thomson House. The Bayles-
Swezey House served as the
headquarters for SPLIA from

1962-1997.

In 1998 through the involvement
of Assemblyman Steven
Englebright the Three Village
Historical Society purchased the
Bayles-Swezey House using a
$325,000 grant from New York
State’s Community Enhancement
Facilities Assistance Program.
The society continues to operate
out of the house today.

How THE HOUSE
FUNCTIONS TODAY

The Bayles-Swezey House of Se-
tauket nostalgically overlooks
North Country Road. This two
and one half story side gable
farmhouse represents the rich
heritage of Long Island’s sister
industries of agriculture and
maritime shipping. Upon first
glance the restored structure and
property tells of an agrarian life
here in Setauket.

Costumed interpreters give
tours of the SPIES! exhibit

Once inside, exhibits help guests
step into the past with stories,
maps, photos, and more to edu-
cate about the history of the re-
gion.

The SPIES! exhibit explores the
formation of the Culper Spy Ring

and its role in the final outcome
of the American Revolution. The
Sailing Circle informs and de-
lights with the stories of Sea Cap-
tains’ Wives and their sailing ex-
ploits.

The house currently serves as the
headquarters and offices of the
Three Village Historical Society.
Additionally, a
gift shop and
exhibit oper-
ates out of the
house, which
is open to the
public.

The gift shop offers a
variety of books for
both young and old, t-
shirts, historical toys,
and more.
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